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A Moment with Owens 
– DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor 
 
Hope SPRINGS eternal! 
 
On that optimistic note, here’s hoping Old Man Winter has finally moved on and taken all the 
snow and ice with him. 
I want to extend a word of appreciation to our DCPS community for your understanding and 
cooperation as we have responded to the challenge to ensure that our instructional calendar 
provides the best possible schedule for teaching and learning, despite the interruptions of days 
missed for inclement weather. 
Note that March 7, which was previously designated as a Professional Day, will now be a 
“School in Session” day for DCPS students. 
If we do not miss any additional days, the last day of school for students (as of today) is Friday, 
May 30. 
Again, my sincere thanks to our families for your continued support as we all look forward to the 
arrival of SPRING!  
 
– Owens Saylor 
Superintendent 

DCPS – Great Expectations! 
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Sit Down With Saylor! 
Come “Sit Down with Saylor” and join DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor for a cup of coffee 
and conversation! What’s on your mind? We want to hear from YOU! 
Sessions are set from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Daviess County Public Library, 2020 Frederica St., on 
the following Tuesdays: 
March 11 
April 15 
Watch our website at www.DCPS.org for a list of future meeting dates. 
If you need more information, please call (270) 852-7000 or write to contact@dcps.org 
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DCPS accepting preschool-kindergarten 
registration 
 

The Daviess County Public Schools district has scheduled registration for children who will 
begin preschool or kindergarten beginning in August 2014. Parents may register students 
between 7:40 a.m. and 2:20 p.m. weekdays, March 3-14.  
 

Kindergarten is open to all children who will be 5 on or before Oct. 1.  
 

http://www.dcps.org/
mailto:contact@dcps.org


Preschool is available at all 12 DCPS elementary schools to children who will be 3 years old on 
or before Oct. 1 and who either meet Head Start eligibility requirements or are identified with a 
delay or disability; and children who will be 4 years old by Oct. 1 who meet income guidelines 
or are identified with a delay or disability. Preschool is offered in morning and afternoon 
sessions, Monday through Thursday each week.   
 

Free screenings are available to all DCPS families with preschool-age children to help determine 
if there are any educational concerns.  
 

Fee-based preschool slots are available within DCPS elementary schools for children who do not 
qualify for free preschool based on household income or if the child is identified with a delay. 
 

The DCPS district provides free transportation. Breakfast and lunch are also available. For more 
information, parents may call (270) 852-7000 or visit their neighborhood elementary school; or 
go to www.dcps.org and select “Preschool” under the “Departments” tab across the top of the 
page. 
 

Parents may visit the school their child will attend to complete an application; or preschool and 
kindergarten applications are available on the DCPS website. Visit www.dcps.org and click on 
the red “Parents” tab, then select “How to Enroll,” then “Preschool” or “Kindergarten.” Forms 
may be filled out electronically, then printed and taken to the school your child will attend.  
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DCPS offers Wi-Fi for field trip buses 
 

The Daviess County Public Schools district has installed wireless access on selected school 
buses to allow students to extend learning opportunities while on the road. The buses are 
designated for use on extended field trips and to transport students to and from school activities. 
 

“Our goal is to expand instructional time by providing filtered Internet access to students when 
traveling on a school bus,” said Steve Burton, DCPS Computer Operations manager. District 
technology personnel worked with AT&T vendors to resolve encryption and routing issues to 
be sure inappropriate websites are blocked.  
 

http://www.dcps.org/
http://www.dcps.org/


Anthony Sparks, DCPS Director of Instructional Technology, said the new Wi-Fi system is a 
natural expansion of the district’s innovation in technology. “Daviess County Public Schools is 
a technology-rich district where students in grades 9-12 have 24/7 laptop access,” Sparks said, 
noting that DCPS was the first school district in Kentucky to implement a student laptop 
program. “The availability of technology is significantly increasing for elementary and middle 
school students. Students on all levels are encouraged to bring their own technology devices to 
school to enhance learning.” 
 

Sparks said the “connected” school buses will also benefit students beyond the school year. By 
placing the buses in strategic locations around Daviess County, students will be able to access 
“hot spots” during the summer to promote continued learning. “We want to encourage students 
to continue to access and read both literary and informational texts; use the Internet to research 
topics of interest; and utilize digital resources to maintain literacy and numeracy skills and 
engage in thinking,” Sparks said. 
 

DCPS district technology funds have paid for the pilot installation of wireless access on two 
school buses. The program will expand this Spring as the district plans to equip as many as 25 
additional buses with wireless access. Projected costs include about $30,000 for equipment and 
$8,000 to defray the monthly cost of Internet access. 
 

The Wi-Fi buses were piloted with a group of band students from Apollo and Daviess County 
high schools on a recent trip to the Morehead State University Band Clinic.  
 

“We are all very excited about the creation of new digital access opportunities for DCPS 
students,” Sparks said. “Whether on a 30-minute bus ride to school, a 90-minute ride to an 
evening competition or an extra-curricular journey across the state, students will be able to 
better maximize their time for learning. Because the system is designed to work reliably in 
almost every area of the state, students can easily complete teacher assignments, research 
particular topics, collaborate with friends on projects and create meaningful digital products.”  
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News from the Foundation for DCPS 

 



It All Adds Up is progressing very well thanks to the generous folks who want to provide 
additional teaching tools in classrooms.   
 
Click to see Robert Gardner’s video explaining why he feels it’s important to give to our DCPS 
kids through payroll deduction.   
 
How does it work? Very simply, contact Julia Hobbs to sign up for payroll deduction. If 1500 
DCPS employees would donate $1 each paycheck, the Foundation could provide more than 
$35,000 in grants to our schools. $2 would net more than $70,000 and $5 per paycheck would 
bring more than $115,000 in. Where does the funding go? It goes right back into our schools 
through grants designated by DCPS staff.  
 
Cindy Appleby   Anonymous - AHS  Tina Blandford  
Charlie Broughton   Kyle Brown   Jana Bryant 
Tony Bryant    Grady Cooper   Anthony Dunn 
Anonymous – AHS   Anonymous – AHS  Dane Ferguson 
Debbie Foreman   Melinda Francis  Robert Gardner 
Anonymous – DCHS   Mike Gray   Mary Hagan 
Anonymous    Peggy Inklebarger  Keith Johnson 
Kathy Kazlauskas   Karen Mallonee  Kandie McDaniel 
Carla Miller    Wendi Morgan  Rhondalyn Randolph 
Matt Robbins    Ken Roberts   Owens Saylor 
Lisa Shelnutt    Gloria Shepherd  Sonya Simpson 
Kelly Skeens    Franklin Smith  Peggy Tipmore 
Anjanette Volk   Sharon Warren  Alicia Wilkerson 
Ann Marie Williams   Lora Wimsatt 
  
Several employees have joined Founders Society through payroll deduction. 
  
Congratulations to Tina Blandford, Debbie Foreman and Franklin Smith, winners of the 
Convention Center Gala tickets! 
 
Check out 2013 Literacy Focus Award Recipient Susan Colbert’s ‘Coffee House on a Cart’ 
Youtube video. 
 
 

    +     
The Foundation is helping Toys for Tots distribute 15,000 items to Daviess County Public 
Schools. Thanks Toys for Tots for your donations! 
 

http://www.foundationfordcps.org/page.php?page=234
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2UOv2qJD3c&feature=youtu.be
mailto:julia.hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBNHT0_JU50&feature=youtu.be


 
Make plans NOW to attend the DCPS Alumni & Friends 3K ...  

 
 
                

 
 

Click here to find out more about the Scholars Program. 
 
 

http://www.foundationfordcps.org/page.php?page=232


 
 
 

 
 

Find out more about Kids on Campus – Murray State University. 
 

Focus Awards  
Coming this spring! 

 
The Foundation needs grant researchers and grant writers! 

To volunteer, email Vicki Quisenberry or call (270) 231-5583. 
 

For more information about the Foundation for DCPS and how you can become involved in 
enhancing education through the Foundation, check out our web site  

www.foundationfordcps.org 
LIKE our Facebook Fan Page 

Follow us on Twitter @FDCPS 
 

http://www.foundationfordcps.org/page.php?page=226
mailto:vicki_quisenberry@foundationforcsps.org
http://www.foundationfordcps.org/
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DCPS Snow Day Procedures 
Parents and community members are encouraged to be familiar with this information regarding 
school cancellations, delays or early dismissals, including impact on afterschool and evening 
activities. Click HERE to review or download this two-page document.   
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Students in the Spotlight 
 
 

KMEA All-State Choir 
We are pleased to honor students who were selected to participate in the Kentucky Music 
Educators Association All-State Choir earlier this month in Louisville.  
Participation was based on a rigorous audition process that included rating in categories of pitch, 
rhythm, voice quality and sight-reading. 
Students under the direction of Candy Miller from Daviess County High School who were 
selected for this honor are William Bennett and Hunter Simms. 
Students under the direction of Sarah Elliott from Apollo High School who were selected for this 
honor are Matthew Hay, Zach Henry, Nolan Masteller, Jacob Murray and Madison Weber. 
Congratulations and best wishes for continued success!  
 
Gatorade KY Girls’ Cross-Country Runner of the Year 
We are proud to honor Whitney O’Bryan of Daviess County High School as the 2013-14 
Gatorade Kentucky Girls Cross Country Runner of the Year. 
This national award is based not only on outstanding athletic excellence, but on high standards of 
academic achievement and exemplary character demonstrated both on and off the field of 
competition.  
Under the guidance of Coach Mark Fortney, Whitney won the Class 3A individual state 
championship this past season to lead the Panthers to third place as a team. She is also a 2013 
First Team All-State honoree, among other achievements. 
 
Team USA honorees 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/School%20Closing%20Delay%20Early%20Dismissal%20Parent%20Note%20-THIS%20ONE%202012-13.pdf


We are honored to recognize a coach and two student-athletes from Daviess County High School 
who have earned the opportunity to represent our district on the national stage. 
Head football coach Marcus Kimbrell was invited to serve as assistant coach for Team USA in 
a game against the Canadian national team earlier this month as part of the 2014 International 
Bowl. 
The games spotlight the top North American high school athletes and coaches in five age 
categories, and represent the highest ideals of good sportsmanship. 
Two sophomore members of the DCHS Panthers football team were also selected to compete in 
these games, and we are honored to welcome these individuals who are with us tonight.  
Chase LeCroy, who plays running back for Daviess County High School; and Samuel 
Spiceson, who plays running back and defensive back for the Panthers; represented our district 
proudly in Arlington, Texas.  
Congratulations! We are looking forward to a great season of football next season as well.  
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DCPS Calendar 
 
2014-2015 School Calendar 
The DCPS instructional calendar for 2014-15 is available on-line. Click HERE to view, 
download or print the calendar for the school year.  
Please note: Makeup days should always be avoided when scheduling vacations and travel. 
 
The current 2013-14 DCPS Calendar is also posted on our website: Click HERE to view.  
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http://www.daviesskyschools.org/UserFiles/1710/Doc%205%20of%205%20-%202014-2015%20calendar%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Infinite Campus mobile portal app available for parents, 
students 
(FRANKFORT, Ky.) – Parents, guardians and public school students can access grades, 
attendance information and more through the Campus Mobile Portal app, the first in a series of 
fully-integrated, easy-to-use mobile learning tools.  
The new Campus Mobile Portal is available for free from the App Store. Once the app has been 
installed on Android or Apple iOS devices (iPod Touch, iPhone, iPad), parents and students can 
access grades, attendance and schedule information virtually anywhere. 
The Mobile Portal offers several functions: 
Daily Planner lets students to know exactly when and where they need to be and to see the 
assignments coming up in each of their classes. 
Assignments provides detailed information about what students are (present), were (past) or will 
be (future) expected to do in each class. 
Attendance provides both summary and detail information about absences and tardies. 
Grades provides immediate access to the important metrics of success and allows parents and 
students to “drill down” to the assignments that make up a particular grade. 
Notifications, once enabled by the district, allows parent and student subscribers to receive 
notifications regarding changes to assignments, grades and attendance according to their 
individual notification preferences.  
 
The DCPS access code for the IC app is available by visiting http://portal.dcps.org  
Parents may log in to their Infinite Campus Parent Portal accounts, then click on the link that 
says “Available on the App Store.” You will receive instructions and a passkey for the 
smartphone app.  
 
About Infinite Campus  
For more than a decade, Infinite Campus has successfully implemented its solutions for 
customers of all sizes. Today, Infinite Campus applications manage more than 4.5 million 
students in 43 states. Infinite Campus customers range from districts with fewer than 100 
students to those with more than 100,000 as well as regional consortia, state departments of 
education and the federal government. www.infinitecampus.com 
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DCPS Newsletters and Communications 
Our DCPS electronic newsletter will be sent each month with additional issues sent when more 
immediate communication is necessary. Invite friends and fellow DCPS families to sign up by 
visiting www.dcps.org Click on the red “parents” tab, then select “Communications” and then 
“Superintendent’s Newsletter.” Provide your email address to sign up. It’s fast and free, and is a 
great way to stay informed of news and information from DCPS! 

http://portal.dcps.org/
http://www.infinitecampus.com/
http://www.dcps.org/


 
However, if you have any questions or comments at any time, please always feel free to let us 
know. Write to contract@dcps.org or call our office at (270) 852-7000. 
 
While you’re on-line, I encourage you to spend a few minutes browsing our website. Our goal is 
to provide the information you want and need, in an easy-to-locate format. Again, if you have 
questions or comments, let us know by writing to contact@dcps.org  
 
Back to top 
 

 
In addition, our district’s staff newsletter, the Grapevine, is also available to the public. Visit 
www.dcps.org and click on the green “staff” tab, then select “Grapevine.” Each edition includes 
a variety of information from and about our district. 
 
DCPS News – on the air … and on-line too! 
DCPS Cable 54 is now Cable 74! Check out great programming from across the DCPS district 
on Cable 74 or Web74! Tune in to Channel 74 on Time-Warner Cable. Families who don’t have 
cable access, or who live elsewhere in the country or around the world can still tune in by 
visiting www.dcps.org … Click on the blue “community” tab, then select “Watch Channel 74” to 
see current and archived programming on the web, anywhere, anytime! For more information, 
contact Linda Salyer at Linda.Salyer@daviess.kyschools.us  
 
Back to top 
 
OneCall Now 
The OneCall Now telephone messaging system was introduced to our district in 2006. This 
direct telephone messaging system has done a great job of keeping our families informed of 
news about the DCPS district. 
I would like to remind all DCPS families to keep our schools informed of all contact information 
changes – phone numbers, addresses, etc. – that may occur throughout the school year. Our goal 
is to keep our parents and families informed, and this is possible only when we have accurate 
contact information. 
DCPS families may add additional telephone numbers to our OneCall Now database throughout 
the year by visiting www.dcps.org … select the red “parents” tab, then select “Communication” 
and then “OneCall Now.”  
To remove a number from OneCall Now, visit www.onecallnow.com and scroll down to the 
bottom of the page. Select “Opt Out” from the menu items listed across the bottom, then fill in 
the requested fields. For assistance, write to contact@dcps.org or call 852-7000.  
 
Back to top 
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Owens Saylor’s Professional Guiding Principles 
The safety, health and long-term welfare of students and employees are fundamental to my role 
as a school official. 
 
Our community expects that we will provide a world-class education for their children, delivered 
by the best possible teachers and supported through caring and effective leadership. 
 
All means all. Whatever it takes to ensure that we provide a high-quality educational experience 
for every child, every day, we must do. 
 
The value of an employee has nothing to do with their position, level of education or salary, and 
everything to do with their willingness and ability to serve. 
 
Trust is built when decision making includes honest and open dialogue with those who may be 
impacted by the decision. Trust ends when decisions are made without gathering or valuing the 
input of others. 
 
We must be effective stewards of hard-earned taxpayer money, granted by consent. 
 
We must approach everything we do with a “servant’s heart.” 
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Contact Us 
Anytime you have a question or need more information about any of these projects or programs 
– or want to talk about any aspect of the DCPS district – we invite your communication! A 
directory of administrators is listed below; feel free to contact any of us anytime. Unless 
otherwise noted, these individuals may be reached at (270) 852-7000 or by email: 
Owens Saylor – Superintendent – Owens.Saylor@daviess.kyschools.us  
Julie Clark – Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning – 
Julie.Clark@daviess.kyschools.us  
Matt Robbins – Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations – 
Matt.Robbins@daviess.kyschools.us  

mailto:Owens.Saylor@daviess.kyschools.us
mailto:Julie.Clark@daviess.kyschools.us
mailto:Matt.Robbins@daviess.kyschools.us


Dr. Vicki Riley – Director of Elementary Schools – Vicki.Riley@daviess.kyschools.us  
Anthony Sparks – Director of Instructional Technology – Anthony.Sparks@daviess.kyschools.us  
Marcia Carpenter – College/Career Readiness Coordinator – 
Marcia.Carpenter@daviess.kyschools.us  
Robin Bush – Director of Special Services – Robin.Bush@daviess.kyschools.us  
Windy Kretman – Director of Student Services – Windy.Kretman@daviess.kyschools.us  
Janet Land – Preschool Coordinator – Janet.Land@daviess.kyschools.us  
Wendi Morgan, RN – Health Coordinator – Wendi.Morgan@daviess.kyschools.us  
Wayne Wright – Director of Transportation – Wayne.Wright@daviess.kyschools.us – 852-7080 
Lisa Sims – Director of Food Services/School Nutrition – Lisa.Sims@daviess.kyschools.us  
Jana Beth Francis – Director of Assessment/Research/Curriculum – 
JanaBeth.Francis@daviess.kyschools.us  
Mark Owens – Director of Personnel – Mark.Owens@daviess.kyschools.us  
David Humphrey – Director of Operations/Maintenance – 
David.Humphrey@daviess.kyschools.us – 852-7060 
Lora Wimsatt – Public Relations Coordinator – Lora.Wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us  
General questions or communication – contact@dcps.org 
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DCPS – “Great Expectations!” 
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